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should be decisive although the two generals
were to enjoy the honour of giving the actual
orders and issuing the password  on  alternate
days.   It would indeed have been ludicrous for
Marlborough to have come all this tedious way
unless he had first obtained a guarantee that his
wishes would be respected.    Moreover, he had
the address to work smoothly with the touchy
Margrave.   On July i, as they approached the
Danube, he proposed to him that they should
storm the fortress of the Schellenberg which lay
beside the town of Donauworth in order that
they might cross the Danube into the heart of
Bavaria and threaten its capital, Munich ; the
Margrave agreed.    This plan meant that the
attack could not be launched until late on the
morrow, after the troops had marched fifteen
miles, and also that a frontal onslaught would
have to be made on a well-fortified position
guarded by veteran Bavarian troops.   But there
were three  advantages  in  the  hurried move.
First, that of a surprise, since the Bavarian com-
mander, Count D'Arco, would not expect an
attack so soon;   secondly, the fortifications  to
the west were incomplete and could not be com-
pleted by that time ; thirdly, if there were delay,
Marsin, the French general on the Danube, and
the Elector of Bavaria, whose army was only
some twenty miles away, would be able to send
reinforcements.    Marlborough asked his troops
for this tremendously unorthodox exertion since
delay  would  mean,  he  asserted,   " either  the
enemy will escape or will have time to finish
their works."   It was these factors and not the